SOLDIER

deal of reason to believe that the machination of
this junto will recoil on their own heads, and be a
means of bringing some matters to light which by
getting me out of the way, some of them thought
to conceal/' In this he was right, for the re-elec-
tions of both Samuel Adams and Richard Henry
Lee were put in danger, and for some time they
were discredited even in their own colonies. "I
have happily had," Washington said to a corre-
spondent, "but few differences with those with whom
I have had the honor of being connected in the
service. With whom, and of what nature these have
been, you know, I bore much for the sake of peace
and the public good.1'

As is well known, Washington served without pay
during his eight years of command, and, as he said,
" fifty thousand pounds would not induce me again
to undergo what I have, done." . No wonder he
declared "that the God of armies may incline the
hearts of my American brethren to support the
present contest, and bestow sufficient abilities on me
to bring it to a speedy and happy conclusion, thereby
enabling me to sink into sweet retirement, and the
full enjoyment of that peace and happiness, which
will accompany a domestic life, is the first wish and
most fervent prayer of my soul"

The day finally came when his work was finished,
and he could be, as he phrased it, "translated into
a private citizen." Marshall describes the scene as
follows : "At noon, the principal officers of the
army assembled at Frances' tavern; soon after which,
their beloved commander entered the room. His were they strong enough to vote him out
